There are four species of Asian carp we’re concerned about.
• Grass carp have been around for a number of years in low numbers; they consume large
quantities of aquatic vegetation, so are not a big issue for the St. Croix.
• Black carp have not been identified north of southern Iowa.
• We’re focused on the other two species: bighead carp and silver carp (this latter species
is the one that is famous for jumping out of the water and striking people on boats)‐live
fish and DNA samples tell us they are here.
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SCRA has also participated in meetings of the Asian Carp Task Force, which is chaired by the
NPS & MN DNR. It has focused on;
• science‐based information about the current distribution of Asian carp,
• potential barrier sites, and
• development of an Asian Carp Action Plan for use by state and federal agencies.
The St. Croix has an open connection to the Mississippi River. The size of the opening and
the volume of water passing through make construction of a barrier there virtually
impossible.

2

A number of environmental nonprofits in Minnesota have formed the Stop Carp Coalition,
and the St. Croix River Association is a member. The group has supported barrier work on
the Mississippi at Keokuk, Iowa, and near Winona, Minnesota.
The Coalition has focused a lot of its energy on a potential barrier in Minneapolis, which
would not help the St. Croix. The coalition also has been working on congressional help.
The House and Senate Water Resources passed the Water Resources Reform and
Development Act (WRRDA) that includes provisions to fight the spread of Asian Carp. It
appears the conference committee is moving quickly.
There is also a collective ask for President Obama to provide regional coordination, agency
prioritization and sufficient funding to keep Asian carp out of Minnesota
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What else has SCRA done? While Minnesota DNR has been very active on Asian carp issues,
Wisconsin DNR has been less involved. SCRA co‐sponsored a Wisconsin Asian carp summit
with River Alliance of WI, in La Crosse to help raise awareness in Wisconsin.
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While silver carp can jump up to 10 feet in the air, they can’t come close to leaping the 65‐
foot dam at St. Croix Falls. The only way they could infest the upper river is if people plant
them. The spread of zebra mussels and other invasives are prime examples of humans
spreading unwanted species far and wide. Young Asian carp look a lot like fathead
minnows, and there is concern anglers’ bait buckets could be a vector to moving carp into
the upper river.
SCRA hired a law student to research existing state laws and rules concerning bait sales and
transport. This showed both states have, for the most part, adequate laws and rules in
place. Wisconsin allows anglers to catch and use live bait from border waters (including the
St. Croix) and transport it by boat along the border waters. This could, theoretically, allow
someone to transport live bait caught on the Lower St. Croix around the St. Croix Falls dam
in their trailered boat. Though not likely to happen often, Wisconsin should be encouraged
to close that loophole.
Minnesota prohibits transport of live bait from infested waters to uninfested waters.
Infested waters are listed in state rule, which are cumbersome and time‐consuming to
amend. Minnesota should be encouraged to develop a quicker method to designate an
infested water body.
While the existing rules are pretty good in both states, public compliance remains an issue.
SCRA has and will continue to support effective public education campaigns to reduce the
risk of accidental introduction of invasive species in the upper river.
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Install an experimental deterrent technology in Lock & Dam #19 at Keokuk, Iowa, a high
dam where they could be installed in the lock chamber. Presently, Asian carp occur in far
greater numbers downstream of Lock & Dam #19, and so far Black Carp have not been
found upstream of the lock.
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